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English test         Niveau : 1ère A 

 

ENGLISH TEST 

PART ONE; READING FOR COMPREHENSION; Read the text below carefully and do all the 

activities that follow. 

LET’S SOUND THE ALARM 

The first identified case of Ebola was on 26 August 1976 in Yambuku, a small rural village in 

northern Democratic Republic of the Congo. The first victim of the disease was a village 

headmaster, Mabalolokela, who had toured an area near the Central African Republic boarder 

along the Ebola River between 12th to 22nd August . On 8th September, he died of what would 

be known as Ebola virus.  

The disease typically occurs in outbreak in tropical regions of Sub – Saharan Africa. From 1976 

through 2013, the World Health Organization (WHO) reported 1,716 confirmed cases. The risk 

of transmission is increased among those caring for infected people. Recommended measures 

when caring for who are infected include isolating them, sterilizing equipment and surfaces 

and wearing protective clothing including masks, gloves, and gowns. If a person with Ebola 

dies, direct contact with the body of the deceased patient should be avoided in order to 

reduce spread.  

Human–to-human transmission can occur via direct contact with blood or body fluids from an 

infected person or an infected dead person or by contact with objects contaminated by the 

virus, particularly needles and syringes. The potential for widespread infection is considered 

as low as the disease is only spread by direct contact with the secretions from someone who 

is showing signs of infection .The symptoms limit a person’s ability to spread the disease as 

they are often too sick to travel. 

Prevention includes decreasing the spread of the disease from infected animals to humans. 

This may be done by checking such animals for infection and killing and properly disposing of 

the bodies if the disease is discovered. Properly cooking meat and wearing protective clothing 

when handling meat may also be useful, as well as wearing protective clothing and washing 

hands when around a person with the disease. 

The WHO sounds the alarm; it recommends awareness of the risk factors for Ebola infection 

and protective measures individuals can take. These include avoiding contact with infected 

people and regular hand washing using soap and water. Traditional burial rituals, especially 



 

2 
 

those requiring washing or embalming of bodies should be discouraged or modified. Airline 

crews are instructed to isolate anyone who has Ebola symptoms. 

               Adapted from “Ebola Virus Disease“ by Dr. Adewusi, blogspot.com/2014      

A - VOCABULARY CHECK 

These words have their synonyms or definition in the text. Find them and give your answers 

like in the example. 1 - Sickness (L2)          

2. A sudden appearance of something dangerous (L6) 

3. Augmented (L8) 

4. Dead person (L11) 

5. Propagate (L12) 

6. Liquids (L13) 

7. Reducing (L19) 

8. Consciousness (L24) 

9. Inhumation of a dead person (L26) 

B - COMPREHENSION CHECK: read the text again and answer the following questions  

1. Where was the first case of Ebola discovered? 

2. How did the first victim catch the disease? 

3. Which part the African continent is more affected by Ebola? Justify your answer. 

4. List three recommended precautions to avoid the transmission of the virus. 

5. Why is the potential for widespread infection from Ebola considered low by the experts? 

6. What is the role of W.H.O. in the fight against Ebola? 

7. Point out two protective measures preached by the W.H.O?  

8. What is the preventive measure applied by plane crews?  

PART TWO: LANGUAGE IN USE 
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PART THREE: Writing 

TASK 1 

Your friend Jack in Australia heard about Ebola epidemic in West Africa. You write him an 

e.mail so to inform him about this dangerous disease. This can help you  

 •  What is Ebola and how it is caught? 

•  What are the symptoms of Ebola?  

•  What are the consequences of Ebola on the country’s development? 

•  What are the preventive measures to avoid it? 

 

TASK 2  

Face the increase of HIV case in your school your English club magazine asks you to write a 

paragraph to sensitize your schoolmates on how to protect themselves from that disease. 

The following may help you, 

•  What is AIDS and how it is caught? 

•  How it can impact negatively students’ lives. 

•  What to do to prevent oneself from getting it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


